
Pre-Sixth Pupil Guide to Malvern College

2025-2026



Pre-Sixth Survival Guide – 2025-2026

Dear Pre-Sixth pupils

I hope that you are all excited about joining Malvern College in September.

Your parents/guardians have been sent a ‘Welcome Pack for New 

Pupils’ which has detailed information about everything you need to 

know. This is just a simple guide to give you enough information to get 

you through the first few days.

Once you arrive, you will take part in the new students’ induction when 

you will be given more information to guide you through the College life.

If you have any burning questions, which cannot wait until September, 

please do not hesitate to contact me via email: 

may.ho@malverncollege.org.uk

I am looking forward to meeting you all in September.

Yours faithfully

Miss May Ho

Head of Pre Sixth Form

Welcome
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What to pack?

Malvern is a small town, there are shops and 

supermarkets where you can buy most items  

you need. 

Here is a list of basic items you should bring  

with you:

 » Casual clothes for going to town or trips  

with friends.

 » At least one warm coat and you may like  

to have a waterproof coat in case of rain. 

 » Trainers for sports (indoor and outdoor).

 » Black school shoes.

 » Indoor clothes (it can get quite warm  

when the heating is on).

 » You may wish to bring one set of smart clothes 

with you for formal dinner, such as Christmas.

 » Stationery (things you have in a pencil case;  

you can buy them here if you like. If you have  

a calculator, bring it with you, but don’t buy  

one especially. You can buy a suitable one in 

the school shop after discussing your needs 

with your Maths teacher).

 » A laptop (please refer to Welcome Pack p.37). 

You will need a laptop because most of your 

teachers will set homework and send class 

notes to you digitally.

 » Bath towels. You may also buy them here.

 » Bed sheets, pillows and duvet are provided in 

house, but some students may like to have their 

own personal sets (you may buy them in town).

 » Desk lamp - you will be able to buy one in town  

if you would like one.

 » You may need adaptors for your electrical 

appliances (please refer to Welcome  

Pack p.38).
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What will my  
school day be like?
 » Lesson times are given in the table to the right.  

The times for weekdays are different from the 

times on Saturday.

 » Senior Sport is compulsory, you will do those 

on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday afternoons.

 » On Wednesday afternoons, you are required to 

choose between participating in either CCF or 

Service. You will receive more information about 

these activities on the first Wednesday of the 

term in September.

 » On Thursday, sports start after lessons  

at 16:30.

Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

08:25 Assembly Tutor Assembly Tutor

08:45 

– 

09:35

Period 1

09:40 

– 

10:30

Period 2

10:30 

– 

11:00

Break

11:00 

– 

11:50

Period 3

11:55 

– 

12:45

Period 4

12:45 

– 

13:45

Lunch

13:45 

– 

14:15

Enrichment

14:15 

– 

15:05

Period 5

Senior Sport

Period 5

15:10 

– 

16:00

Period 6 Period 6

16:00 

– 

18:00

Co-Curricular Programme
CCF or 

Service
Senior Sport

Co-Curricular 

Programme

Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

08:25 Assembly Tutor House Chapel Tutor

08:45 

– 

09:35

Period 1

09:40 

– 

10:30

Period 2

10:30 

– 

11:00

Break

11:00 

– 

11:50

Period 3

11:55 

– 

12:45

Period 4

12:45 

– 

13:40

Lunch

13:40 

– 

14:10

Enrichment

14:15 

– 

15:05

Period 5

Senior Sport

Period 5

15:10 

– 

16:00

Period 6 Period 6

Break

16:30 

– 

18:00

Co-Curricular Programme

CCF,  

Service and  

Partnerships

Senior Sport
Co-Curricular 

Programme

Time Saturday

08:25 

– 

09:15

Period 1

09:20 

– 

10:10

Period 2

10:15 

– 

11:05

Period 3

11:05 

– 

11:35

Break

11:35 

– 

12:10

Chapel

12:10 

– 

13:10

Lunch

13:15  

–  

18:00

Sports 

Matches and 

Training
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What do I need to know  
about Pre-Sixth Form?
The British school system for secondary school is broken down into:

 » Key Stage 3 (Year 7, 8 and 9 for pupils  

from the age of 11 to 14)

 » Key Stage 4 (Year 10 and 11 for pupils  

from the age of 14 to 16)

 » Key Stage 5 (Year 12 and 13 for pupils  

from the age of 16 to 18)

At Malvern College, we name the years differently:

 » Year 9 – Foundation Year (FY)

 » Year 10 – Remove

 » Year 11 – Hundred

Key Stage 4 is normally a two-year course which pupils study for their  

General Certificate of Secondary Education or International General Certificate 

of Secondary Education, GCSEs or IGCSEs. There is not much difference 

between GCSE and IGCSE, they are just courses your teachers have chosen 

to teach because they are most suitable for our pupils. Your examination 

results will be valued the same by further education institutions or employers. 

» 
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At Malvern College, pupils who start in the  

Remove year tend to study eight or more  

GCSE/IGCSE subjects.

You have been through the selection process and 

accepted for the Pre-Sixth course so we believe 

you are capable of studying GCSEs/IGCSEs in one 

year. You will be studying fewer subjects compared 

to those pupils who started in the Remove year.

You will already have filled in a form for your options. 

Here is a quick summary on what your year would 

be like academically.

Compulsory subjects:

 » Mathematics

 » English Language or English as a Second 

Language (depending on your English ability)

 » Life Skills

Choose three subjects from the followings:

 » Geography

 » History

 » Biology

 » Chemistry

 » Physics

 » Art and Design  

(Non examination)

 » Music (Non 

examination)

Languages:

 » You will be tested in your first week so  

that you will study a suitable English course.

 » You will have EAL lessons, unless English 

is your first language and you will start  

IELTs training.

 » Some of you can take your native language 

examination with a little bit of help to familiarise 

you with the examination style as well as one  

of the following: French, Spanish or Latin.

 » If you have not had two years’ experience 

studying French, Spanish, or Latin, you will 

automatically be enrolled in the Project course.

Potentially, you will finish the year with as many as 

seven subjects with official examination grades. So 

your year will be quite intense academically, but 

don’t worry, there will be plenty of support for you 

from your teachers who will give you regular class 

assessments so that you know what you need to 

improve on.

What do I need to know  
about Pre-Sixth Form?continued...

https://www.malverncollege.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Pre-Sixth-Programme-of-Study-25_26-1.pdf
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Who will be in  
my classes?

For most of your subjects, you will be taught in the same class as your  

Pre-Sixth classmates because you will be studying at a fast pace to  

complete a two year course in one year. For Mathematics and Life Skills  

(not an examination subject), you will be integrated into the Hundred classes. 

To help you keep up with the pace of your Mathematics class, you will have 

received a Prior Mathematics learning booklet for you to work through before 

you start in September. Please spend time on it and note down any problems 

so that you can ask your teacher when you start your course.

We look forward  

to seeing you  

in September
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