
 
 

Collective Worship and Religious Education Policy 

Malvern College is registered as a school of Religious Character.  
 
The College is a Christian foundation and the Chapel plays an important part in the life of the 
College. The founders of the College envisaged a school with a Christian focus, thus the College 
Chapel was established in the Anglican tradition. The Diocesan Bishop is President of the 
College. The Services are organised by the Chaplain who is an ordained Church of England 
Priest. 
 
Assemblies and Collective Worship 
 
The worship we offer in weekday Chapel is mainly of broadly Christian character, i.e. it reflects 
the main traditions of Christian belief without being distinctive of any particular Christian 
denomination. We recognise that, if school worship is to have any meaning at all, it needs to be 
seen in very different terms from church worship. Worship which traditionally takes place in 
church is obviously not suitable when pupils represent a wide variety of Christian 
denominations and have not assembled for collective worship voluntarily. We recognise that 
the pupils’ readiness to worship will vary considerably, as will their understanding of what 
worship involves. It is our intention that acts of worship will leave pupils to respond in a variety 
of ways since no-one can be made to worship and no-one can impose what is, in essence, a 
spiritual experience. We seek therefore to provide acts of worship which can accommodate 
individual rather than uniform responses – our interpretation of the term ‘collective worship’.  
 
There is a Headmaster’s Assembly every Monday when the whole community gathers to hear a 
review of the previous week’s activities and a speaker offer a thought for the week.  On 
Wednesdays there is a short reflective service often taken by pupils and designed to encourage 
the College community to think of our wider place in society and the responsibility we have in 
helping others through various means.  Every Friday we hold our main act of worship of the 
week and the chaplain leads this service.  He or a visiting preacher will give a sermon offering 
an opportunity to reflect on the message of the Christian gospel and its relevance for the 21st 
century.   On Remembrance Sunday there are services in Chapel for the whole College with an 
Act of Remembrance around the statue of St. George. The College marks other important times 
in the liturgical calendar such as Advent and Christmas with services for the whole community 
and also has an act of worship on Commemoration Day. 

These are important gatherings of the College community and members of Common Room are 
expected to attend. Gowns and hoods are worn. The College supports members of other faith 
communities, whilst recognising that their places of worship are often far removed from 
Malvern.  
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The College also offers the opportunity for pupils to be confirmed within the Anglican tradition 
each year, as well as facilitating voluntary bible study meetings. 
 
Requests for the Use of the Chapel 
 
The College Chapel is not a parish church, but it can fulfil that role for anyone with a current or 
past connection with the College.  Staff, past and present and their families, and Old 
Malvernians can request the use of the Chapel for occasional offices eg baptisms, memorial 
services and marriages.  Marriages would need an Archbishop’s Licence before they can take 
place.  The decision to grant any requests will be taken by the Chaplain in consultation with the 
Headmaster.  Any such services will be according to the authorised rites of the Church of 
England.   
 
Religious Education 
All pupils in the Foundation Year receive Ethics and Religious Education as part of their 
academic curriculum. There is a full GCSE programme and the RS A level is offered in the Sixth 
Form. Those doing the IB must all follow the Theory of Knowledge component which has 
important spiritual and ethical dimensions.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


