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Dear Parents and Guardians,    
Despite the many challenges of recent months, we 

were very pleased that the Autumn Term was able 

to run so smoothly here at Malvern. We managed to 

avoid year groups being sent home and Boarding 

House lockdowns, which happened in so many 

schools, and we hope that this was partly an 

endorsement of the measures that we put in  

place to deal with the pandemic. 

An NHS inspection report from the end of 

November stated, “Malvern College has 

implemented Covid-19 procedures exceptionally 

and cleverly throughout the school in every  

aspect of protocol and procedures”.  

The coronavirus infection rates are low in Malvern, 

which is in Tier 2 of the UK coronavirus restrictions, 

and we are on the border with Herefordshire which 

is in Tier 1 (the lowest tier of the UK coronavirus 

restrictions). The vaccine provides light at the end 

of the coronavirus tunnel and it was uplifting to 

read of the first UK patients receiving vaccines at 

the start of this month. We are hopeful that life 

might return towards normality later in the year, 

but we are aware that we have a challenging Spring 

Term ahead. We are planning to run next term in 

as normal a manner as possible, within the various 

constraints, and we are determined to give our 

pupils the best possible educational experiences 

and outcomes. This booklet outlines the procedures 

that we are putting in place for the Spring Term; 

please take the time to read this document carefully 

with your children.   

Uncertainty and concern are understandable given 

recent news reports. However, the UK has already 

given the first vaccine dose to 500,000 people and 

the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine looks set to be 

approved over coming days. My colleagues and I 

are continually planning for various contingencies 

and the College is in a strong position as we look 

ahead to next term. I wish you and your families a 

very good Christmas and very best wishes for 2021.  

Yours sincerely,  

Keeping our Malvern  
College Family Safe

32

Keith Metcalfe 
Headmaster
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The UK Government has very recently announced that there  

will be a staggered return of pupils to schools in January to 

allow schools to set up a nationwide Covid testing scheme. 

This applies to all schools including independent and  

boarding schools.  

Pupils in the Hundred, Pre-Sixth and Upper Sixth should return 

to school as normal at the start of the Spring Term for face-

to-face teaching, whilst pupils in all other year groups will 

undertake online learning for the first week of the term.  

Staggered Return  
of Pupils in January 

See page 7 for Staggered Return Summary
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Staggered Return – In Summary: 
■ Pupils in the Hundred, Pre-Sixth and Upper 

Sixth should return to school as planned in 

January for face-to-face teaching. Boarders 

should return to school on Monday 4th January 

and day pupils should return on the morning of 

Tuesday 5th January. Day pupil transport will run 

as normal from Tuesday 5th January. 

■ Overseas boarders in all year groups  

should return to school as planned for the start 

of term, if they are able to.  Most pupils travelling 

from overseas will need to self-isolate for at least 

five days, as described below. 

■ UK boarders in the FY, Remove or 

Lower Sixth may return to school on Monday 

4th January. However, as lessons will take place 

online for the first week for these pupils, they 

may instead return to school on Sunday 10th 

January from 4.00pm onwards. Please keep 

HouseMs informed of your plans.

■ Day pupils in the FY, Remove or Lower  

Sixth are asked to remain at home and  

to attend lessons online from Tuesday  

5th January, in line with Government guidance. 

They should return to school for face-to-face 

teaching on the morning of Monday 11th January. 

■ Vulnerable children and children of  

critical workers from any year group may attend 

College in person from the start of term; please 

would parents in these categories email julie.

descher@malverncollege.org.uk to request for  

their children to attend school in person. The 

definitions of vulnerable children and critical 

workers can be found here:

 https://www.gov.uk/government/

publications/coronavirus-covid-19-

maintaining-educational-provision/ 

guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-

authorities-on-maintaining-educational-

provision

We are very aware that the fast-moving situation 

means that some overseas pupils may not be able  

to return to school as planned at the start of term. 

These pupils should attend lessons online from the  

5th January and they should keep HouseMs informed 

of their travel plans.  

mailto:julie.descher%40malverncollege.org.uk?subject=
mailto:julie.descher%40malverncollege.org.uk?subject=
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
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The new UK ‘Test to Release’ Scheme 

means that pupils travelling to College 

from countries not on the UK travel 

corridor list will need to self-isolate for 

five days (a considerable improvement 

on the previous self-isolation period 

of fourteen days). Pupils will take a 

coronavirus test after the fifth day 

and their self-isolation will end as 

soon as possible afterwards with a 

negative test result. Self-isolation for 

boarders can either take place away 

from College (with guardians or with 

parents) or at College.  

We require detailed travel information 

from parents in order to book the ‘Test 

to Release’ scheme for those pupils 

who are self-isolating at College. 

In order to confirm pupil travel 

information, we will be individually 

emailing parents of overseas pupils 

who we believe may wish to take part 

in the scheme. Please contact lewis.

faulkner@malverncollege.org.uk  

if you do not receive an email by  

27th December and you believe that 

you need to take part in the scheme.   

January Quarantine and  
the ‘Test to Release’ Scheme 

See page 11 for ‘Test to Release’ Scheme further detail

mailto:lewis.faulkner%40malverncollege.org.uk?subject=
mailto:lewis.faulkner%40malverncollege.org.uk?subject=
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■ Travellers to the UK are required to complete  

a Passenger Locator Form which can be 

submitted at any time in the 48 hours before 

arriving in the UK. 

■ The College will send you the details of the  

test which has been booked for you and these 

details should be entered on the Passenger 

Locator Form. 

■ If pupils are self-isolating away from College, then 

they should organise their own coronavirus test 

and they may only return to College after they have 

sent evidence of a negative coronavirus test result 

to their HouseM. 

■ If pupils are self-isolating at College, then they 

should not book their own coronavirus test; the 

testing will be organised by the College’s Medical 

Centre and it will be undertaken by a private 

company called Synlab which is on the list of the 

UK Government’s approved providers. The cost 

of this will be £99.99 and it will be added to the 

school bill. A link to the Passenger Locator Form 

is https://www.gov.uk/provide-journey-

contact-details-before-travel-uk

 

■ The majority of pupils who need to self-isolate in 

College will do so in their own Boarding House, 

with a small number accommodated in 7A,  

The Lees (also known as House 6.1). 

■ Self-isolation of pupils will be overseen by the 

HouseMs, and specific areas of Boarding Houses 

have been allocated for this. 

■ During self-isolation, pupils will attend online 

lessons, meals will be delivered to rooms and there 

will be outdoor exercise at specified times of day. 

■ It is very important that pupils strictly observe the 

self-isolation rules, otherwise a positive coronavirus 

test result will have a significant impact on others; 

we would be grateful if parents would please 

reinforce this message to their children. 

■ The College will organise for the coronavirus 

testing to take place as close as possible to the fifth 

day and pupils will be released from self-isolation 

as soon as possible. 

■ If a pupil tests positive, then he/she will need to 

self-isolate for ten days in our dedicated facility in 

House 6.1 from the date of the test and the pupil 

will be cared for by the College Medical Centre.

January Quarantine and the  
‘Test to Release’ Scheme (continued...) 

https://www.gov.uk/provide-journey-contact-details-before-travel-uk
https://www.gov.uk/provide-journey-contact-details-before-travel-uk
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After making some adjustments to 

the timings of the IB and GCSE trial 

examinations (A level trial exams remain 

where previously calendared), to allow for 

pupils to return to the College so they can 

sit papers under examination conditions, 

the Spring Term academic programme 

will progress as planned. Provision will be 

made for pupils to take trial examinations 

remotely if needed using the same process 

that was successful for the Upper Sixth 

trial examinations in September. If pupils 

are unable to travel or must self-isolate, 

the teaching and learning practices that 

have enabled hybrid teaching and online 

learning to work so successfully remain in 

place to support all pupils. 

GCSE and A Level Drama performance 

components are scheduled in the Spring 

Term. GCSE/IGCSE exams will start on 

7th May and continue through to 2nd July, 

with roughly half of the GCSE/IGCSE 

exam papers falling before Half Term 

and the remainder after Half Term. The 

UK Government recently announced 

that it is considering a range of possible 

adjustments to GCSE and A-level exams 

‘to ensure fair exams next summer’, 

including advanced notice of topic areas 

to be covered in the exams, candidates 

being allowed to take into exams formula 

and vocabulary sheets and ’back up 

exams’ in July for candidates who miss 

papers due to illness or self-isolation. One 

adjustment they have already committed 

to is that grading of the 2021 GCSEs and 

A Levels will be in line with results from 

summer 2020, so that this year’s cohort 

is not disadvantaged. At the end of 

January, Ofqual will provide details of the 

adjustments to GCSEs and A Levels that 

they have decided on.

Academic Curriculum  
and Examinations
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The College worked hard during the Autumn Term to ensure a busy 

programme of Co-curricular and Super-curricular activities. Whilst 

following national guidelines, guidance from national governing  

bodies and our own rigorous protocols, we will continue to ensure  

a busy and fulfilling programme for the Spring Term.

Co-curriculum and 
Super Curriculum 
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During the Autumn Term, boarding pupils were able to remain 

in College for Leave Out weekends and for Half Term. The same 

arrangements will be in place for the Spring Term. Boarders should 

remain in school unless they can stay with their own families or 

guardians; pupils should not stay with friends. Pupils and staff will 

need a rest but there will be access to school facilities for pupils who 

remain in College. The charge for remaining in College will be £128 

for each Leave Out weekend and the price for staying in College 

during the Half Term will be communicated nearer the time. Parents 

and guardians will be asked to complete a Whereabouts Form at 

the start of next term to confirm arrangements for the Leave Outs  

and Half Term holiday.  

Easter Leave Outs 
and Half Term 
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International travel is currently challenging and overseas pupils may  

wish to travel home before the end of next term. This took place 

successfully during the Autumn Term and we will fully understand if 

parents and guardians wish to do the same at the end of the Spring 

Term. We will support early departures and pupils who depart early 

should attend lessons online. The College will be closed for the 

Easter holidays and parents and guardians should make appropriate 

arrangements for the different contingencies. Please confirm travel  

details on the Whereabouts Form which will be sent to parents  

and guardians near the start of next term.  

End of Term 
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After the Autumn Half Term holiday, we started a system of self-

isolating pupils for 48 hours prior to a coronavirus test and pupils 

continued to self-isolate until they departed for international travel. 

This system had the approval of Public Health England, and it worked 

very well to minimise the potential impact on close contacts of pupils 

who might test positive for coronavirus. We will continue this system 

next term. We therefore ask parents and guardians to please inform 

us if a coronavirus test is needed prior to international travel. It will  

be possible to do this via the Whereabouts Form for next term.  

The College Medical Centre can organise tests prior to travel, and 

there will be the option to request this on the Whereabouts Form.  

Coronavirus Testing 
for International Travel 
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All pupils should return to school with plenty of face coverings and with 

a school bag for their books and files (to ensure that hands are free for 

washing and sanitising). Equipment should not be shared, so pupils 

should return with a good supply of stationery. Boarders are expected 

to remain in school during term time in order to preserve the integrity 

of the Boarding House bubbles. Day pupils are only able to board if the 

Boarding House can facilitate appropriate separation from the boarders. 

Unfortunately, this is not possible in all Houses for all year groups and 

parents are asked to please liaise with your HouseM. The day-boarding 

trial for FY pupils is still postponed and we hope that we will be able to 

introduce this in the Summer Term. Pupils will remain in seating plans for 

lessons and meals in order to facilitate contact tracing. Day pupils must 

health screen when they enter the campus in the morning and boarders 

will be health-screened daily. Parents are politely asked not to enter 

Boarding Houses and we regret that visitors are not allowed on campus 

until further notice.  

A Reminder About 
Coronavirus Procedures 
for Next Term 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
for Overseas Boarders
Can pupils self-isolate at  
College in January? 

Yes. The majority of pupils who need to self-isolate 

in College will do so in their own Boarding House, 

with a small number accommodated in 7A, The 

Lees (also known as House 6.1). 

Can pupils self-isolate away  
from College? 

Yes. Pupils may self-isolate with guardians,  

with parents, or with other designated adults 

above the age of 25. They must organise their  

own coronavirus test and they may only return  

to College after they have sent evidence of a 

negative coronavirus test result to their HouseM. 

How do I complete the Passenger 
Locator Form? 

The Passenger Locator Form (PLF) must be 

completed before you arrive in the UK. The 

College will email you with your booking reference 

number and name of the test provider for the 

‘Test to Release’ scheme. (The College needs the 

information on the updated Return to College 

Form in order to book the test for you). If pupils are 

self-isolating away from College, then families will 

need to organise their own coronavirus test for the 

‘Test to Release’ Scheme. 

Do I need a negative PCR test result  
to enter the UK?

This is not a requirement of the UK Government 

but it may be a requirement of your airline or  

your country of departure. Please check details 

carefully with your airline and with your country  

of departure. 
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How should overseas boarders travel 
from the airport to College?

Overseas boarders are encouraged to book 

transport with GT Matrix which is Covid-secure and 

Tier 4 compliant. Coach timetables can be found 

on the Parent Hub of the Malvern College website. 

The UK Government advises use of public transport 

only if you have no other option. 

Will pupils be able to finish self-
isolation at College on the fifth day? 

The coronavirus swab will take place on the fifth 

full day of self-isolation or as soon as possible 

thereafter. The swab will be sent to an accredited 

laboratory for testing and the results will be sent 

to the College. Pupils will be released from self-

isolation as soon as practicably possible. 

What happens if a pupil tests  
positive for coronavirus? 

He/she will need to self-isolate for ten days from the 

date of the test. If a pupil is already in College, then 

this self-isolation will take place in College (we have 

a dedicated facility in House 6.1) and pupils will be 

cared for by College Medical Centre staff. If a pupil 

is self-isolating away from College, then he/she 

must continue to self-isolate away from College.  

Can pupils start their self-isolation at 
College before or after the 4th January? 

Overseas boarders are encouraged to arrive at 

College on the 4th January if possible. We have  

a small number of places in House 7A, The Lees 

(also known as House 6.1) to look after early or  

late returners. Please contact your HouseM to 

confirm travel arrangements. 
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What time can overseas  
boarders arrive at College  
on the 4th January?

Overseas boarders may arrive at any time 

on the 4th January but please liaise with your 

HouseM. Pupils who need to self-isolate  

will go straight into self-isolation once  

they arrive. 

Can pupils start self-isolation 
away from the College and 
complete self-isolation at  
the College? 

No. Self-isolation should be completed  

at the same address.  

What will pupils do during  
self-isolation at College? 

Pupils will attend lessons online. Meals will 

be delivered to their rooms. Pupils will be 

able to exercise at designated times and 

places. The self-isolation rules are strict, and 

it is important that pupils adhere to these 

rules. The consequences for pupils breaking 

these could be serious; we would be very 

grateful if parents would reinforce this with 

their children.  

What happens if pupils can’t 
travel back to school as planned?

Pupils should attend lessons online from 

5th January. Please keep HouseMs informed 

about travel plans. 
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